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SCHOOL CURRICULUM PLAN 
Preamble 
 
Eatons Hills State School participated in Education Queensland�s New Basics trial as a Phase 2 school from 2002 to 2004. school has been 
committed to the development and implementation of a progressive curriculum centred on: 
 
� Identifying the knowledge, skills and discourses required for the future 
� Creating better, simpler and more effective linkages between curriculum, pedagogy and assessment 
� Developing a professional culture the based on collaborative sharing and professional dialogue about teaching, leaning and assessment. 
 
Purpose 
 
The Eatons Hill State School (EHSS) School Curriculum Plan provides the structure around which our educational programs are built. The 
programs focus on optimising student opportunities to demonstrate knowledge and skills recognised as being important for them to engage 
with changing futures.  
 
The Curriculum Plan reflects the following values and principles: 
 
� Education as a social investment 
� Futures oriented curriculum 
� Accountability 
� High expectations for student achievement and teacher/ school development 
� Teacher professionalism 
 
The Curriculum Plan outlines the school�s curriculum offerings in terms of following elements: 
 
� CORE LEARNINGS 
� PEDAGOGY 
� ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

CORE LEARNINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
Core Learning Policy 
 
Core Learnings have been identified under the four New Basics Curriculum Organisers and are focused on goals for student learning.  
 
Life Pathways and Social Futures 
� For students to have a deep understanding of themselves and the knowledge and skills to maintain a balance between relationships, lei-

sure, schoolwork, health and fitness, creative arts and spirituality. 
 
 Multiliteracies and Communications Media 
� For students to be effective and confident communicators 
� Active, reflective and self motivated learners who produce their best work 
 
Active citizenship 
� For students to be self- disciplined, socially responsible and have a positive self image 
� Problem solvers who can think creatively and critically 
 
Environments and New Technologies 
� For students to be knowledgeable people with a deep understanding of a range of content and issues to enable them to make informed 

decisions. 
 
UNDERSTANDING THIS DOCUMENT 
 
Major concepts have been identified within each Curriculum Organiser and developed over seven years of primary schooling. Although the 
school has a multi-age focus, guidelines for Year Level expectations are provided.  In some cases, however, a two year span for the devel-
opment of broader skills and knowledge is covered. 
.  
CORE LEARNINGS are delivered through: 
� Integrated Units 
� Stand Alone Areas 
� Specialist Areas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FOCUS STUDIES AND RICH TASKS 
 

Each year, students at our school undertake a number of Focus Studies and/or Rich Tasks. These are based on the four New Basics Cur-
riculum Organisers  and defined Repertoires of Practice (the cognitive and cultural, linguistic and social skills that need to be acquired 
developmentally in order to complete the Rich Task)  Rich Tasks are placed at regular intervals from Year 2 to Year 7.  The number of these 
may vary from one to three per year.  Focus Studies complement the Rich Tasks and are undertaken by all classes.  
 
Each Rich Task and Focus Study 

� is represented by a visual framework of processes   
� is developed around curriculum organisers and Targeted repertoires of Practice  
� has a Task Description, which provides a synopsis of what the students are to do in undertaking the task. 
� has a different major learning area focus  
� profiles a sequence of learning activities, that are multifaceted and integrated 
� indicates which components are the assessable demonstrations of learning and achievement. 
� promotes the development of multiliteracies 
� provides opportunity for extension of students with talents in particular associated areas 
� enables teachers to discuss, compare and moderate on decisions about the quality of student work for greater consistency of 

teacher judgements and assessment  
 
Across each year, each suite demonstrates balance including all major learning areas.   
 
Each Rich Task and Focus Study has a Unit Brief  or plan that identifies the Key Concepts to be developed and outlines the deep knowl-
edge, significant questions, and associated skills (literacy, numeracy, social skills and technology), which will be addressed through the task. 
They also include a set of rubrics or grading masters for making judgements about the quality of student work 
  
Teachers develop units of work around these briefs.  Planning at a school level continues in the refinement of the collections of Focus Stud-
ies and the Visual Framework and  Unit Briefs which accompany them, aiming at a package of quality teaching  and learning frameworks for 
each area of the school. 
 
Due to the multi-age structures within the school, the Focus studies are presented as a cycle of units to be covered over two years.  Planning 
teams will select the order in which these units will be completed at the commencement of each year.  All units need to be covered over the 
two-year period.  This information will be documented and passed on to incoming teachers in the event of staff transfers. 
 
STAND ALONE CURRICULUM AREAS 

 
The Stand Alone areas include specific skills, which are to be taught, for example eg early literacy skills, non-integrated genre, specific 
maths skills. The understanding is that some skills and processes require very specific teaching in order to achieve mastery and often, can-
not be integrated into the Focus Studies or Rich Tasks. 

 



This curriculum document identifies the schedule of specific skills to be taught .  At future points, learnt skills may be applied to Focus Study or 
Rich Task activities. 
 
Teachers will transpose the identified Stand Alone areas into learning programs through development of: 
 
� Term and Weekly Overviews 
� Daily plans which detail specific intended outcomes and pedagogy. 
 
SPECIALIST CURRICULUM AREAS 
 
The Conceptual Map outlines the major focus of the specialists programs: HPE , LOTE and Music   While there are some aspects of the spe-
cialist programs which contribute to Rich Tasks and Focus Studies and opportunities for this are maximised, much of the curriculum of 
Specialist teachers is delivered with minimal integration into class programs. 
 
 SCHOOL BASED CURRICULUM SUPPORT 
 
In 2006, curriculum leadership and staff expertise will be developed to provide support for: 
 
� Monitoring the development and the implementation of the Rich Tasks and Focus Studies as a true reflection of the Visual Framework and 

Unit Brief requirements. 
� Assisting teachers with the development and implementation of the Stand Alone curriculum program. 
� Liasing with the Specialist Curriculum teachers to identify links between specialist programs and the needs of the integrated unit. 
� Developing and refining the school�s curriculum plan in the light of ongoing review, professional dialogue, learning and exchange. 
 
New teachers to our school will be assisted by the mentorship of staff experienced in the Rich Tasks and the development of Focus Studies 
as a school level.  The Local New Basics Associate may also assist in the training and familiarisation of new staff with the Rich Tasks and 
moderation process. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 The Curriculum is organised around four Key Organisers 
 

1. Life Pathways and Social Futures 
� aimed at students having a deep understanding of themselves and the knowledge and skills to maintain a balance between relationships, lei-

sure, schoolwork, health and fitness, creative arts and spirituality 
� comprised of areas of study related to  

 
� Understanding and Knowledge of Self  
� Personal Relationships 
� Health 

 
2. Multiliteracies and Communications Media 

 
� Aimed at students becoming effective and confident communicators and active, reflective and self motivated learners who produce their best 

work 
� Comprised of areas of study related to  

 
� Communication Technology 
� My Performing Self 
� Literacy 
� Numeracy 

 
3. Active citizenship 
� Aimed at students becoming self- disciplined, socially responsible and have a positive self image and problem solvers who can think creatively and 

critically 
� Comprised of areas of study related to  
 

� Our Community Australia 
� Cultural Identities 
� Social Skills 

 
Environments and New Technologies 
� Aimed at students becoming knowledgeable people with a deep understanding of a range of content and issues to enable them to make informed deci-

sions. 
� Comprised of areas of study related to  
 

� Developing a scientific understanding of the world 
� Knowledge and Understanding of the Environment 
� Our Earth 

 
 
 
 



Core Learnings Aligned With Curriculum Organisers (A summary of Key Concepts) 

Curriculum Organ-
isers Years 1/2 Year 3 Years 4/5 Year 6 Year 7 
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• Understanding 
and Knowl-
edge of Self  

 
• Personal Rela-

tionships 
 
 

 
• Health 

 
 

 
� Me  
� My family 
 
� My Relationships 
� Our behaviour and actions 

affect others  
� Our behaviour and actions 

adjust to suit the community 
around us 

� Everyday personal actions 
affect health. 

� Community agencies promote 
health 

 
� Self as a member of local 

community. 
 
� Our own and others beliefs 

and attitudes can effect how 
we treat others. 

 
� Different lifestyles can influ-

ence health. 

 
� Self as a member of a community, 

state, nation 
� Personal Identity 
 
� Different groups and situations 

have different expectations of be-
haviour. 

 
� Personal health has many facets 

and influences 
� Individuals and groups may try to 

influence  opinions of others 
 

 
� Australia�s place in the world 
 
� We have different relationships 

with different people. 
 
� Individuals have personal re-

sponsibility for their own health. 

 
� Global events impact on Aus-

tralia and the local community. 
 
� Responsibilities in relation-

ships change over time. 
 
� Individual and group actions 

can influence community 
health. 

M
ul

til
ite

ra
ci

es
  a

nd
  

C
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 M
ed

ia
  

• Communication 
Technology 

 
• My Perform-

ing Self 
 
• Literacy 
 
• Numeracy 

 
� ICT Skills  
 
� Communicating through arts 

- drama, visual arts, dance, 
media 

 
� Sequential development  

(See school programs) 
� Sequential development 

(See school program) 

 
� ICT Skills  
 
� Communicating through arts 

� drama, visual arts, dance, 
� 

 
� Sequential development  

(See school programs) 
� Sequential development 

(See school programs) 

 
� ICT Skills  
 
� Communicating through arts - 

drama, visual arts, dance, media 
 
� Sequential development  

(See school programs) 
� Sequential development 

(See school programs) 

 
� ICT Skills  
 
� Communicating through arts �. 
 
� Sequential development  

(See school programs) 
� Sequential development 

(See school programs) 

 
� ICT Skills  
 
� Communicating through arts 

�. 
 
� Sequential development  

(See school programs) 
� Sequential development  

(See school programs) 
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• Our Community 

Australia 
 
 
 
• Cultural Identities 
 

 
• Social Skills 

 
� My Community 
�  I interact with my commu-

nity in different ways. 
 
� Our community is made up of 

many different people. 
� Our community is made up 

many different groups 
 
� School Program in 06 

 
� My community is part of a 

bigger community. 
 
� Australia is made up of 

different cultures. 
 
 
 
 
� School Program in 06 

 
� Changes in my local community. 
� Local issues in the national context 
� Historical events contribute to the 
present day local community. 

� Uniting diverse cultures can con-
tribute to national strength. 

�  Different cultural back-grounds 
influence perspectives of events 
and issues 

� School Program in 06 

 
� Enormous changes have occurred 

in technology during the 20th cen-
tury.  

� Technology has changed the way 
we work and play. 

� Different cultural groups are af-
fected in similar and different 
ways by development and 
change. 

� School Program in 06 

 
� Significant historical events 

have shaped our democracy. 
� Australia has a system of 

governance. 
� cultural diversity requires tol-

erance and acceptance for 
peaceful coexistence. 

� As per outline 
� School Program in 06 
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• Developing a sci-

entific 
understanding of 
the world 

 
• Knowledge and 

Understanding of 
the Environment 

 
 
• Our 

Earth 

 
 
 
 

� Features of my environment 
 
 
 
 
� Features of our Earth and in 

the sky 
� Living things 

 

 
� Aspects of our environment 

change  
� The ability of living things to 

meet their needs is influenced 
by their characteristics and 
their environment 

 
� Simple ecosystems 
� Some species are threat-

ened, endangered or extinct. 
� Impact of changing elements 

within an eco-system. 
 
� Changing features on our 

earth. 
� Energy we use 
 

 
� The scientific method 

 
� Natural phenomena  
� Changes to the local envi-

ronment affect lifestyle. 
� Local decisions impact on 

ecosystems 

� Earth�s place in the universe 
� Other celestial bodies 

 
� Designing experiments  
� Controlling variables  
� Science - implications for the 

community 
� different forces  affect the motion, 

behaviour and energy  of objects 
 
� Australia�s environmental re-

sources 
� Ecosystems are effected by deci-

sions - past/present/future 
 
� Earth in a �shrinking� universe. 
� Events occurring on Earth and 

those in the universe are on dif-
ferent scales of time and space.  

 
� Underlying structure deter-

mines the properties of 
materials 

� Materials can undergo differ-
ent types of change and affect 
the usefulness of the material. 

� Energy is transferred and 
transformed 

� Global actions and decisions 
may impact on Australian eco-
systems. 

� Changing elements within an 
eco-system impact on its 
sustainability 

 
� Earth�s future in the universe 
 



Core Learnings Integrated into School Based Focus Studies and  Rich Tasks 2006  
YEAR 1/2 CYCLE B YEAR 3 YEAR 4/5 CYCLE B YEAR 6 CYCLE A YEAR 7 

EARLY YEARS FOCUS STUDY #1  
ME AND MY WORLD 
 
Students will study their attributes, inter-
ests and their community and will collect 
information and data about themselves 
each of the aspects for presentation in a 
booklet and orally. 

�

 

SUITE 1, RICH TASK #1 
WEB PAGE DESIGN  
Students will collect information about 
themselves, their school and their com-
munity.  They will use this information to 
design web pages in their websites and 
respond to questions electronically. 
 
 
 

 

 
MIDDLE FOCUS STUDY #6  
DESTINATION SPACE 
 
Students will research to compare and contrast 
two known planets, explore the potential of their 
two planets as possible ultimate holiday destina-
tions and select one for further work.  Students 
will create an effective webpage or PowerPoint 
presentation on their chosen planet to persuade 
a company to establish a Space Motel in its 
vicinity.  Students will need to present an oral 
presentation to enhance the electronic presenta-
tion. 

 
 
UPPER FOCUS STUDY #1  
AN  INTEREST IN THE FUTURE 
 
Students will investigate the changes 
that have taken place within a se-
lected natural environment, in 
particular, the impact of human popu-
lations on the landscape, flora and 
fauna.  Taking the perspective of a 
particular interest group, they will 
mount a case for a preferred future for 
the selected environment. 
 

 
 
UPPER FOCUS STUDY #1  
AN  INTEREST IN THE FUTURE 
 
Students will investigate the changes 
that have taken place within a selected 
natural environment, in particular, the 
impact of human populations on the 
landscape, flora and fauna.  Taking 
the perspective of a particular interest 
group, they will mount a case for a 
preferred future for the selected envi-
ronment 

EARLY YEARS FOCUS STUDY #2  
CHANGES IN OUR WORLD 
(MULTIMEDIA COMMUNICATION) 
 
Working in small groups, students will 
plan a presentation on topic negotiated 
by students and teachers using a variety 
of multimedia. (2 or more) Eg: 

• Posters 
• Pamphlets 
• Bookmarks 
• Badges 
• Surveys 
• Video  
• Invitations 
• OHP 

 

SUITE 1, RICH TASK #3 
PHYSICAL FITNESS - DANCE  
Students will memorise, rehearse and 
master dances of different forms.  They 
will prepare introductions for their per-
formed dances by investigating the role 
of dance and the cultural context of their 
dances.  They will measure and monitor 
their fitness as they engage in a high 
level of physical activity. 

 

 
RICH TASK #2 (Yr 5) AWAY WITH WORDS  
 
Students will critically examine books written for 
emergent readers.  They will determine the crite-
ria for categorising these books and select one 
category for further examination.  In this selected 
category, students will present a review of a 
book.  Using the selected category, they will then 
choose an aspect of nature and create an illus-
trated storybook � crafted by hand and/or 
electronic technology � for their peers to review. 
 
MIDDLE FOCUS STUDY #3 (YR 4) 
TALES TO BE TOLD 
Students will explore and analyse a range of 
narrative short stories and chapter books as part 
of teacher read aloud sessions.  They will de-
velop/write and illustrate a story in different ways 
culminating with a written contribution to a class 
�Choose your own adventure� book. 

 
 
RICH TASK #5 ORAL HISTORIES � 
DIVERSE AND CHANGING 
LIFESTYLES 
 
Students will explore change in, and 
diversity of, twentieth century life-
styles, with particular reference to the 
nature of work, by recording oral his-
tories from various members of their 
own community, including people in a 
variety of cultural groups. They will 
use the oral histories as the basis for 
a finessed electronic media presenta-
tion that portrays significant changes 
in work practices in the past and pre-
dicts how work practices might 
change in the foreseeable future. 
 
 

 
UPPER FOCUS STUDY #2 
FIGHTING FOR DEMOCRACY  
 
Students will investigate government 
and citizenship pre and post Federa-
tion and the contributions which 
diverse individuals and groups made 
to Australian democracy.  Students are 
to write a ballad and a historical re-
count on an aspect of Australian 
history and plan, create, organise and 
perform in a �living museum�. 
 

EARLY YEARS FOCUS STUDY # 3 
PLANTS (ENVIRONMENTAL 
AWARENESS AND PLAYMAKING) 
 
Students will investigate the properties, 
needs and simple ecosystems related to 
plants.  They will present a group per-
formance about an environmentally 
related topic.  They will gather and col-
lect data and design appropriate props 
and costumes for their performance.  

SUITE 1, RICH TASK #2 MULTIMEDIA 
PRESENTATION  
Students will investigate a threatened 
Australian plant or animal and the extent 
to which it is at risk.  They will use this 
investigation to take constructive action 
and create an informative multimedia 
presentation. 

 

MIDDLE FOCUS STUDY #8  
MATTERS FOR INVESTIGATION  
 
Following modelled scientific investigations 
based on the scientific method, students will 
conduct two investigations, one in a small group 
and one individually, to discover an answer to a 
scientific investigation.  The completed work will 
be presented to an audience. 

 

RICH TASK #6 � DESIGN, 
MAKE AND DISPLAY A PRODUCT 
 
Students will design, or improve the 
design of, a purposeful product. They 
will make the product or a working 
model or prototype. As part of a public 
display promoting their product, they 
will flesh out a (restricted) marketing 
plan and explore the suitability of 
materials for mass manufacture 
 

 
UPPER FOCUS STUDY #2  
A TECHNOLOGY CHALLENGE 
 
Students will be presented with a 
technology design challenge in which 
they will design, construct and refine a 
device or structure to perform a given 
task. Students will demonstrate knowl-
edge and understanding of scientific 
concepts related to the challenge.  
Students will maintain a log or folio of 
drawings, ideas, progress, testing data 
and modifications 
 



 
EARLY YEARS FOCUS STUDY #4 
AUTHOR STUDY (NARRATIVE BOOK 
STUDY AND POWERPOINT) 
 
Students will study books written by a 
chosen author or author/illustrator.  They 
will develop a basic knowledge of the 
use of PowerPoint as a means of com-
municating information.  They will apply 
their knowledge to develop a PowerPoint 
presentation related to the author study 
and present their work to an audience. 

 

SUITE 1, RICH TASK #4 READ AND 
TALK ABOUT STORIES 
 
Students will view, read and listen to 
fiction stories presented in different me-
dia forms. They will analyse characters 
and settings and compare different sto-
ries and different media, incorporating 
their own experiences. They will present 
their ideas in a performance using a 
selected combination of words, visual 
images, music and drama. 

 
 
 
MIDDLE FOCUS STUDY #7  
STORIES AROUND ME 
 
Students will gather information in different ways 
and collect visual images to compile and present 
a multimedia presentation on how aspects of the 
community or environment of Eatons Hill, Cash-
mere, Warner or Albany Creek have changed 
over time. 
 

UPPER FOCUS STUDY #4 
MOVIE MEDIA AND MESSAGES 
 
Students will create a movie with an 
underlying element of social com-
ment.  Investigate and review 
commercial material to discover its 
viewpoint and structure.  They will 
write a short movie script that high-
lights a social issue, evaluate these 
scripts and choose the most appro-
priate to develop into a movie. 

 

 
UPPER FOCUS STUDY #4 
MOVIE MEDIA AND MESSAGES 
 
Students will create a movie with an 
underlying element of social comment.  
Investigate and review commercial 
material to discover its viewpoint and 
structure.  They will write a short 
movie script that highlights a social 
issue, evaluate these scripts and 
choose the most appropriate to de-
velop into a movie. 
 

  

 
RICH TASK #4 (Yr 5)  FESTIVE, ARTISTIC OR 
CELEBRATORY EVENT  
 
Students will work within teams in different ca-
pacities in planning, organising, creating and 
performing in a celebratory, festive or artistic 
event or performance that takes place at or out-
side the school.  
 
MIDDLE FOCUS STUDY # 4(YR 4) 
STRUTTIN� OUR STUFF 
Students will work collaboratively as a team 
demonstrating effective group skills to enable 
them to organise and run an event in the school. 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Core Learnings Integrated into School Based Focus Studies and  Rich Tasks 2007 
YEAR 1/2 CYCLE B YEAR 3 YEAR 4/5 CYCLE B YEAR 6/7 CYCLE A 

EARLY YEARS FOCUS STUDY #5 
ME AND MY FAMILY 
Students will study their attributes, interests 
and their families and will collect information 
and data about themselves each of the as-
pects for presentation in a booklet and orally. 

�

 

RICH TASK #1 WEB PAGE DESIGN  
 
Students will collect information about 
themselves, their school and their com-
munity.  They will use this information to 
design web pages in their websites and 
respond to questions electronically. 

 

 
MIDDLE FOCUS STUDY #1  AUSTRALIAN IDENTITY 

 
Students will investigate some of the people, poetry, music, 
events, landmarks, cultural influences and images of our country 
to develop a sense of our national identity.  In pairs, students will 
develop an 8 -10 minute multimedia presentation on the topic 
�We are Australian�.  They will incorporate a song which refers to 
some aspect of Australian landscape or life in Australia and in-
clude research on two significant events that have shaped our 
nation and two Australian landmarks.  Each student will also 
include a researched report on a famous Australian. 
 

RICH TASK#1 TRAVEL ITINERARIES 
 
Students will design alternative itineraries of interest to a 
party comprising the student and an exchange student, 
and to be accompanied by an adult. They will identify a 
range of issues including transport options, tourist attrac-
tions and sites of historical and cultural significance. 
They will present costings and reasons for their choices. 

EARLY YEARS FOCUS STUDY #6  
OUT AND BEYOND 
 (multimedia communication) 
 
Working in small groups, students will plan a 
presentation on topic negotiated by students 
and teachers using a variety of multimedia. (2 
or more) Eg: 

• Posters 
• Pamphlets 
• Bookmarks 
• Badges 
• Surveys 
• Video  
• Invitations 
• OHP 

 

RICH TASK #3 
PHYSICAL FITNESS - DANCE  
Students will memorise, rehearse and 
master dances of different forms.  They 
will prepare introductions for their per-
formed dances by investigating the role 
of dance and the cultural context of their 
dances.  They will measure and monitor 
their fitness as they engage in a high 
level of physical activity. 

 

 
RICH TASK #2 (Yr 5) AWAY WITH WORDS  
 
Students will critically examine books written for emergent read-
ers.  They will determine the criteria for categorising these books 
and select one category for further examination.  In this selected 
category, students will present a review of a book.  Using the 
selected category, they will then choose an aspect of nature and 
create an illustrated storybook � crafted by hand and/or elec-
tronic technology � for their peers to review. 
 
MIDDLE FOCUS STUDY #3 (Yr 4) Tales To Be Told 
 
Students will explore and analyse a range of narrative short 
stories and chapter books as part of teacher read aloud ses-
sions.  They will develop/write and illustrate a story in different 
ways culminating with a written contribution to a class �Choose 
your own adventure� book. 

UPPER FOCUS STUDY #2 
FIGHTING FOR DEMOCRACY  
Students will investigate government and citizenship pre 
and post Federation and the contributions which diverse 
individuals and groups made to Australian democracy.  
Students are to write a ballad and a historical recount on 
an aspect of Australian history and plan, create, organ-
ise and perform in a �living museum�. 
 

EARLY YEARS FOCUS STUDY # 7 animals 
(environmental awareness and playmaking) 

 
Students will investigate the properties needs 
and interdependence of animals. They will 
present a group performance about an envi-
ronmentally related topic.  They will gather and 
collect data and design appropriate props and 
costumes for their performance.  

 

 
RICH TASK #2 MULTIMEDIA 
PRESENTATION  
 
Students will investigate a threatened 
Australian plant or animal and the extent 
to which it is at risk.  They will use this 
investigation to take constructive action 
and create an informative multimedia 
presentation. 

 

MIDDLE FOCUS STUDY#2 LET�S GET PHYSICAL 
 
Students will participate in a range of activities that focus on 
personal fitness. They will research and devise a set of activities 
to contribute to an exercise circuit aimed at total body exercise.  
This will be trialed, evaluated and modified to try to refine and 
improve the original plan based on their experiences.  

 
UPPER FOCUS STUDY #2 TECHNOLOGY 
CHALLENGE 
Students will be presented with a technology design 
challenge in which they will design, construct and refine 
a device or structure to perform a given task. Students 
will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of scien-
tific concepts related to the challenge.  Students will 
maintain a log or folio of drawings, ideas, progress, test-
ing data and modifications 
 

 
EARLY YEARS FOCUS STUDY #8 
NARRATIVE STUDY  
(narrative text form and powerpoint) 
 
Students will explore a particular form of narra-
tive story.  They will develop a basic 
knowledge of the use of Power Point as a 
means of communicating information.  They 
will apply their knowledge to develop a 
PowerPoint presentation related to the narra-
tive genre and present their work to an 
audience. 

 
 
RICH TASK #5 HISTORICAL AND 
SOCIAL ASPECTS OF A CRAFT 
Students will explore craft as a personal, 
social and cultural endeavour. They will 
prepare and run a stall that showcases a 
chosen craft and an object or objet d'art 
that they have made as an example of 
that craft. 

 
 
MIDDLE FOCUS STUDY# 5 SIMPLE MACHINES 
 
Students will identify and explore the relationship between en-
ergy and simple machines, investigating the characteristics of 
machines through experimentation. Based on one or more sim-
ple machines, students will formulate a question, make a 
hypothesis and design and construct an experiment to test their 
hypothesis.  Students will present their findings and exhibit their 
work to an audience.  

RICH TASK 7b FOUND IN SPACE 
 
Students will engage with the exploration of space and 
with the techniques and procedures of the mathematical 
and physical sciences in a different way. They will pro-
duce some other products including a coherent design 
for an experiment to be performed on a spacecraft. 
 
 



  

 
RICH TASK #4 (Yr 5)  FESTIVE, ARTISTIC OR 
CELEBRATORY EVENT 
  
Students will work within teams in different capacities in plan-
ning, organising, creating and performing in a celebratory, festive 
or artistic event or performance that takes place at or outside the 
school.  
 
MIDDLE FOCUS STUDY # 4(YR 4) 
STRUTTIN� OUR STUFF 
 
Students will work collaboratively as a team demonstrating effec-
tive group skills to enable them to organise and run an event in 
the school. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Each Rich Task and Focus Study has a Visual Framework or Web that provides a schematic overview of the essential underpinnings, key concepts and 
processes specific to each task.  Each Focus Study is also accompanied by a Key Elements document outlining deep understandings, significant ques-
tions and literacy elements upon which the tasks are structured and grading masters or a set of rubrics to guide teachers in their discussions and decision 
making about the grading and quality of student work.  Below is an example 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

    
 
 
 

 Focus Study Web  
Middle Focus Study #7 Stories around Me 

Key Elements 
Middle Focus Study #7 Stories around Me 

 


